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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Previous office action has been vacated in favor of a new non-final office action 
in view of Yoshizawa (US Patent Publication No. 2003/0191629). Allowable claims in 
previous office action are now withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 12, 14, 16-17, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yoshizawa (US Patent Publication No. 2003/0191629). 



4. Regarding claim 1 , Yoshizawa discloses a speech recognition method 
comprising: 

inputting speech uttered by a user {step ST21 in figure 2); 

recognizing the input speech and displaying a list of a predetermined number of 
alternative words including a first alternative word to be recognized in an order of 
similarity (step ST22 in figure 2); and 
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determining the first alternative word that a cursor currently indicates as a final, 
recognized word if a user selection has not been changed within a predetermined 
standby time (steps ST23-ST26 in figure 2; also referring to sections 146-150, page 7; 
selecting a first candidate if not action by the user within a predetermined standby time). 

5. Regarding claim 14, Yoshizawa further discloses a computer-readable recording 
medium structure comprising processing instructions to control a processor to execute a 
speech recognition method, the method comprising: 

recognizing speech uttered by a user and displaying a list of alternative words 
including a first alternative word, derived from the recognition of the speech in a 
predetermined order (steps ST21-22 in figure 2); and 

determining whether a user selection from the list of alternative words has been 
changed within a predetermined standby time and determining the first alternative word 
on the list of alternative words that a cursor currently indicates, as the final, recognized 
word, if the user selection has not been changed (steps ST23-ST26 in figure 2; also 
referring to sections 146-150, page 7; selecting a first candidate if not action by the user 
within a predetermined standby time; otherwise use the user's selection). 

6. Regarding claim 17, Yoshizawa further discloses a speech recognition apparatus 
comprising: 

a speech input unit that inputs speech uttered by a user (step ST21 in figure 2); 
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a speech recognizer that recognizes the speech input from the speech input unit 
and creates a list of alternative words including a first alternative word, to be recognized 
in an order of similarity (step ST22 in figure 2); and 

a post-processor that determines the first alternative word that a cursor currently 
indicates as a final, recognized word, if a user selection from a list of the alternative 
words has not been changed within a predetermined standby time {steps ST23-ST26 in 
figure 2; also referring to sections 146-150, page 7; selecting a first candidate if not 
action by the user within a predetermined standby time; otherwise use the user's 
selection). 

7. Regarding claim 26, Yoshizawa further discloses a speech recognition method 
comprising: 

displaying a list of alternative words, including a first alternative word, resulting 
from speech recognition (step ST22 in figure 2); 

determining whether an initial standby time has elapsed (step ST23 in figure 2); 

and 

determining the first alternative word as the final, recognized word if a user has 
not selected another alternative word from the list of alternative words after the 
predetermined standby time has elapsed, wherein the list of alternative words is 
continuously updated and arranged in a predetermined order by computing a number of 
times the first alternative word and the final recognized word match (steps ST23-ST26 
in figure 2; also referring to sections 146-150, page 7; selecting a first candidate if not 
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action by the user within a predetermined standby time; otherwise use the user's 
selection). 

8. Regarding claims 3 and 16, Yoshizawa further discloses determining another 
alternative word from the list of the predetermined number of alternative words that is 
selected by the user as the final, recognized word, if the user's selection is changed 
within the standby time (referring to the operation of figure 2; steps ST23-24). 

9. Regarding claim 12, Yoshizawa further discloses the speech recognition method 
of claim 1 , wherein the standby time is equally assigned to all of the alternative words 
on the list of alternative words (step ST23 in figure 2; predetermined time is fixed). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 4 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshizawa in view of Huang et al. (USPN 5829000). 

12. Regarding claims 4 and 20, Yoshizawa fails to specifically disclose updating 
erroneous word patterns using the one of the alternative words and the final, recognized 
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word resulting from the recognition of the speech; and adjusting the order of the list of 
the predetermined number of alternative words using the erroneous word patterns. 
However, Huang teaches updating erroneous word patterns using the one of the 
alternative words and the final, recognized word resulting from the recognition of the 
speech (referring to figure 5A; steps 509-510); and adjusting the order of the list of the 
predetermined number of alternative words using the erroneous word patterns (referring 
to figure 5A; steps 509-510 and col. 5, lines 54-65; training the model including 
probability model). 

Since Yoshizawa and Huang et al. are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to modify Yoshizawa by incorporating the teaching of Huang et al. 
in order to improve speech recognition accuracy in subsequent use. 

13. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshizawa in view of official notice. 

14. Regarding claim 8, Yoshizawa fails to specifically disclose the speech recognition 
method of claim 1 , further comprising adjusting the standby time according to user 
dexterity. However, examiner takes official notice that one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention would readily realize that adjustable standby time according to user 
dexterity or experience is important. One common advantage of this adjustable standby 
time according to user dexterity or experience is to improve user experience. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 5. Claims 1,3-4,8,12,14,16-17, and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUYEN X. VO whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7631 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edouard can be reached on 571-272-7603. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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